THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND
affairs; and commanded ministers to subscribe to his
postulates. The leading ministers sought refuge in
England. In 1586, after the conclusion of a defensive
and offensive alliance between England and Scotland,
the ministers returned. But the Kirk was now
divided, and when James removed to the throne of
England he could say that Presbytery was finished.
He maintained the liveliest interest in Scottish affairs,
and for the next decade he was busy with the establish-
ment of diocesan episcopacy. The Scottish nobility,
whom James's predecessors had found so troublesome,
gave no trouble during this period: their complacence
was bought with judicious parcels of the old Church's
property.
Having established episcopacy, James persuaded an
Assembly at Perth, in 1618, to approve the practice
of kneeling for Communion, the private administra-
tion of Communion and Baptism in case of necessity,
the observance of Christian festivals, and confirmation
by Bishops. These five articles, especially the first,
roused much opposition, and despite pressure the
majority of communicants remained seated. All
parties, however, agreed on one point: that detesta-
tion of Popery was the most convincing sign of
orthodoxy.
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